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Summer Reading for  

Eighth Grade GATE Reading 2019 

 

Welcome to eighth grade GATE Reading! We are going to have many wonderful 

discussions about great books next year. 

  

This summer you will need to read at least three books: 

 

Books #1 and #2:   

Choose any two titles from the 2019-2020 Caudill list that you have not read, with 

special recommendations from the list below. No assignment other than to read. 

The Truth As Told by Mason Buttle by Leslie Connor 

The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani 

The Stars Beneath Our Feet by David Barclay Moore 

As Brave As You by Jason Reynolds 

The Blackthorn Key by Kevin Sands 

Wild Bird by Wendelin Van Draanen 

The Prince and the Dressmaker by Jen Wang 

Piecing Me Together by Renee Watson 

 

Book #3:  

Read the 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens. Complete the notes below. Return 

these notes to Mrs. Ellis on the first day of school. 

 

Three good habits I have: 
1. 

2. 

3. 

 

Two bad habits I have: 
1. 

2. 

 

Two principles I like to try to follow: 
1. 

2. 

 

The Personal Bank Account: 

1. I have made the following PBA deposit: 

2.  I have made the following PBA withdrawal: 
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Habit 1: Be Proactive 

1. List one way you have been proactive this summer:  

2. Something in my circle of control is:  

3.Habit one baby step I’m going to try is: 

 

Habit 2:  Begin with the End in Mind 

1.What is your personal mission statement? 

2. Habit two baby step I’m going to try is: 

 

Habit 3: Put First Things First 

     1.  What type of manager are you? (Choose from the 4 in the book). 

     2.  My biggest time wasters are: 

3. Something in my comfort zone is: 

4. Something in my courage zone is: 

 

The Relationship Bank Account 

1. My small act of kindness this summer was: 

 

Habit 4: Think Win-Win 

1. Describe a time you acted in a win-win way: 

 

Habit 5: Seek First to Understand. Then to Be Understood 

1. Which of the five poor listening styles do you sometimes fall into? 

2. What is genuine listening? 

3. Describe a situation when you could try the mirroring technique. 

 

Habit 6: Synergize 

1. What does synergize mean? 

2. Are you a shunner, tolerator, or celebrator? 

3. Are you a grape, orange, banana, or melon? 

4. When in a team, are you a plodder, follower, innovator, harmonizer or show off? 

 

Habit 7: Sharpen the Saw 

1. How will you sharpen the saw for your body? 

2. How will you sharpen the saw for your brain? 

3. How will you sharpen the saw for your heart? 

4. How will you sharpen the saw for your soul? 

   

 

Be prepared to discuss these books when school begins again in the fall. Enjoy the 

books and your summer break!        


